
Photographic theater: 
towards an ecology of vision

This book is the result of looking out and sharing photographs. 



Wood book cover: Abmad Hamdan

Photographic theater: 
towards an ecology of vision

“Ethics follows from how we experience the world.”   
       Arne Naess

This book was made by a group of students from the Tulkarem 
District in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, working 
intensively together in a photography and multimedia class 
offered by the Italian photographer and researcher 
Alice Benessia and the Colombian video-maker Juan Recamán.

They met three times a week for three weeks. They shared time, 
energy, words and equipment. There was no good or bad 
picture. They looked at every student’s work together and they 
responded through thoughts and emotions, avoiding judgment 
and building trust within the group as a whole.
 
Technology was minimum and technique was introduced on 
individual needs. The cameras were conceived and used as 
simple tools to see what each one observed and how.
 
They did their best to look out with care and openness and 
to uncover the world in which each one of them lives, would 
like to live and share. The result is quite compelling: we see 
the West Bank through their ecology of vision. 



Editing: 7 pictures to be selected by individual students 
without any influence of the teachers or any other students. 
In order to select the student review all the work of the 
session first.

Group discussion: the student who is showing cannot talk 
until the end of the discussion. The other students are invit-
ed to talk about what they see and feel with an open mind 
and heart. Their comments are always about the images and 
never about the person who took the photograph. There is no 
good or bad picture, every element is crucial to learn. The 
like and dislike need to be carefully explained. The teachers 
are there to coordinate and help the discussion.

Alice Benessia 
Juan Recamán

Notes about the class:

The work is based on the individual experience of looking out 
and on taking pictures. The students then edit their images 
with our help. Finally, we print the edited selection so that 
individual work can be addressed in the following session by 
sharing it with the group. The main principles of image and art 
making are introduced through the experience and the needs 
of the students.

A few rules need to be set up for the shooting, the editing and 
the group discussion.

Shooting: 50 pictures in about an hour, no zooming and no re-
viewing or playing back while taking pictures.
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“Through sea to see”, establishing a school of arts in 
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